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1. According to ootlmati-^s made by the Saxes Department of the Ministry for 
Health in early December 1933$ ’^he unsold surplus of medical-pharma- 
ceutical supplies will amount to about 35 million DME by 51 December 1953* A; 

In addition, medical equipment worth about 3o[) million DMS will still be 
unsold as of that date* The main items in the surplus stock of medical 
equipment are seven tons of artificial teeth, about 100 oil-pressure 
chairs, about 100 electromotors for dentist e, medical sutures 
worth about 500,000 DM?:, bandages worth about 300^.000 DME, 

200,000 fever thermometers, injeoTjion equipment, ctCo The surplus 
stock of medical^pharmaceutical supplies includes the following main 
items, in addition to large quantities of products of a general med- 
ical character (such as drugs for indigestion, disinfecting agents, 
homoeopathic remedies, anti -rheumatism aids arid herb dist .. riatea) » 

Analgesic medicaments worth about 5 million DME 

Sulfonamides worth about 1 million DME 

Cough syrups and dragees worth about 7 million DME 

IsoJiicotinic acid hydrazide and thebethvon worth about 500,000 DME 

Hormones whrAK about 2 million DMK 

Medicaments -ag?^;inst heart and circulation trouble worth about 
1 million DT^ 

Penicillin worth more than 7 million DiH 

2o The surplus of penicillin arose in the folic wing way^ In March 1953 t 
VED Jenapharm, Jena, was ordered to prodxxce 700 billion International 
Units of penicillin, which represented a value of about six million DMB • 

This supply was supposed to go into the Oprjrational Heserve, which at 
that time did not yet exist but which according to plans was %q oe 
established in the summer of 1953- Jenei‘herm transferred thje penicillin 
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^"to DHS Fharj-aazie und Krarkenhauf bedarf * whlck a'i’vancsd the aone^' for 
^ the Operational Eeoerve^ DHZ vn-.^ reimbursed in September 1955 after 
the Operational Reserve was officially established, Bubsement to a 
decision of tie Council cf Itiiiisters on 10 Auyust 1955. 
decision also stipulated tluit 750 billion International 'Unite of peni- 
ci llin, representing^ a value of about seven million Dlill, wore to be 
taken over into the Operational Reserve from the btate Hoserve^ fhe 
budg'et of the Operational Rcserv'^, hoisver, was limited to Ip million DKE, 
which made it impossible for the CDerational Ressrvo to take over the 
penicillin supplies from the Otate Reserve after reiinbursirap DUE for 
its advance to Jenapharm, As a result g there is at present a penicillin 
surplus of 750 billion Inbernation Units, j/ 


3o The surplus situation described above does not mean that Has:;. Germany ia 
well supplied with all the L'ledical-pharrcaceutical products it ncecSe 
The surplus situation only refers to certain sup>>lles 9 of which the 
most important ones are listed above. On the other hand, there has been 
and is a shm*ta£^e of certain critical supplies which Hast Germany has to 
imports So far, imports of these materials have not covered total fast 
German re u;‘rGm.ents. Hie following are the most im.jor'iant of these 
critical supplies? producervS are c'^Ycn in parentheses after each item: 


Uc. TTi^di- quality culf onar.ides , specifically: ‘’Supronal^ ( >roduced by 
Bayer, Beverkusen) ; ’UantrisiiV (Hoffmann La Hoch«, Grenaach) | 
'’Badional ”(Bayer) I Ikcsin’* (Ciba, ■.7ehr .)o 

bo Antibiotics, except penicillin, mainly streptomycin^, aoureomycln, 
terramycin and chlorcxaycGtin. 

c. Ili^h-quulity sera, such as antidiphtheria and antitetanus sera, 
and special sore., such as snake soim and Boqornolots serum 
(Behrinf^, ITarburg) ,, 

do ITercotics, such as laughing gas (Tterck, Darmstadt) ; "fripan 
fodiuirf’ (Hungary) 5 a3’Ld'*Dolantin” (Hungary) . 

So Certain analgesics, such as ‘^Irgapyrirf’ and ’*3utasc>lidin'' 

(Geigy, Basel) o 


to Inject.. ble X-ray contract agents, mainly ”Fer-Abrodil'' (Bayer)? 
'tforodil "(Bayer) ; " Joduron" f Cilag, Ccluif fhausen.Switasrland) j 
"Pantopaaue" (?); ^Tilospect" (SPOTA, Prague 


go Various other products: "Depot .Durarin" (Asta, Brackwede)? 
"Thiomedon" (Chemiewerk, Iloinburg) ; special insulin (Chemische 
herke Hpeohat and Denmark) ; antihistamines on phenothiazlne basis 
(Boehringcr, Mannheim and ICnoll, Ludwigshaf en) ; vitamins 
(Hoffmann La Roch® and Holland); special hormones (Ciba and Holland) 
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for more information on the surnSjus situationc 


Comment r- The average- annual demand for penicillin in Bast 

Germany is about 3«000 billion Interiaa tional Units v 
if prims '..re normal. With increased prices i the 
demand decreases, as it has happened in the past.. 

Comment .. There is a shortage of Chloromycetin, although this 
antibiotic is produced under the name of 
"Chloronitrin" by Jenapharm, Jena, and Schering, 
Berlin-Adlershof . The production of these two 
enterprises does not cover East German demands-. 
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